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By Way of a Very Brief Introduction: 


Hazrat © Ali x was born in the Ka‘bah at Makkah on Friday, the 13th day of Ra- 
jab, 600 A.D. Both the Holy Prophet # and Hazrat ‘Ali x belonged to the same 
clan. They were Hashimites from the clan of Bani Hashim. The father of Muham- 
mad 8 was ‘Abdullah, and the father of Hazrat ‘Ali x was Abu Talib. They 
were brothers and their father was ‘Abdu-l-Muttalib — thus they were cousins. 


Hazrat “Ali 2 was quite young being some thirty odd years younger when the 
Prophet #& who attached him to himself from the beginning and called him his 
brother. Hazrat ‘Ali x mentions this attention paid to him by the Prophet #% say- 
ing: “Do you know, that due to my relationship and on account of my worth and 
merit, what were my relations with the prophet? 


“From the very beginning of my life he loved me and I loved him. He took me in 
his lap when I was a baby and ever after I was always with him, he often kept me 
close to his heart, he used to make me sleep next to him; we used to be so close to 
each other that I felt the warmth of his body and smelled the fragrance of his 
breath. When I was a baby, he fed me with his hands often chewing hard bits for 
me. He never found me lying nor weak and wavering. From the time of his child- 
hood Allah 3% had appointed the Holy Spirit (244! ¢5)1!) to be always with him 
and this angel always lead him #% towards exemplary qualities and high moral 
values and I followed him % step by step as a baby camel follows its mother.” 


He learnt how to worship Allah 3% from the Prophet 8%. He enjoyed his # love, 
kindness and brotherhood. When Hazrat “Ali + first felt the sentiment of love in 
his heart he loved the Prophet #%. When he spoke for the first time he spoke with 
the Prophet g. On the very first occasion when he was required to display manli- 
ness and valour he showed readiness to support the Prophet #&. Hazrat ‘Ali 
was both the protege and the disciple of the Prophet % and through this relation- 
ship he became both a part of his 8% soul and a part of his & limbs. 


In the third year of his mission, when the Prophet 4% was commanded to proclaim 
his prophethood openly he instructed Hazrat “Ali x to invite forty of the leading 
personages of Quraysh to a banquet who all accepted but left soon after eating. 


The following day, when again everyone was gathered in accordance with the 
instructions of the Prophet #, food was again served to the guests, and this time 
when the meal was finished the Prophet % stood up among his relatives and clan 
leaders and after praising and supplicating the Creator 3t& said: 


“T swear that there is none worthy of worship other than Allah u, and that I am 
His envoy to you and all mankind. I have brought you the means of felicity in 
both worlds. My Lord has commanded me to summon you to the religion of al- 
“Islam, and I give you say that whoever among you accepts my summons and 
aids me in my mission will be my brother, my legatee, and my successor. When 
he #& said these words ‘Ali x@ immediately, and alone, stood up saying: “Oh 
Muhammad, I believe in the oneness of Allah 3% and your prophethood and I 
distance myself from the idol worshippers.” The Prophet #%, ordered ‘Ali x, to 
sit down. He then repeated his earlier proclamation two more times, but his #& 
words of truth made no impact on the hearts of those gathered in that assembly. 


No one, apart from ‘Ali 3, responded to these calls of the Prophet 8% save with 
disdain and rejection. Hazrat “Ali’s x acceptance of that summons and his 
declaration of agreement with the Prophet s% came at a time when he was just a 
youth of just 10 years. While the assembled notables and nobles, the movers and 
shakers of Makkah, sat voiceless and silent, he courageously rose again and each 
time affirmed his acceptance of the call of the Prophet x2, whereupon the Prophet 
& turned to the assembly and said: “°Ali is my brother and legatee and my 
successor among you. Obey him, follow him, and pay heed to his words.” 


This then is the truth and the deep reality of the relationship of “Ali x to the 
Prophet #& from the beginning to the end. 


There are many books that are available to a reader written from many different 
points of view; Sunni, Shi‘a, Saft and even Salafi that are available in many dif- 
ferent languages which deal in greater and lesser detail with his 3 life and times. 


Some of these accounts deal with his generosity, liberality and justice, with his 
knowledge and wisdon, his patience, kindness and clemency, his rewnowned 
eloquence and rhetoric, his scribing of the Qur°an as well as his itimate know- 
ledge of the Qur°an and the circumstances of its revelation (nuzil). Others deal 
with his efforts in jihad and well known bravery. Some deal with his life x from 
a political perspective whilst others view his life and works from a spiritual or, 
metaphysical perspective. Yet other accounts deal with his x holy marriage to 
the daughter of the Prophet #, Fatima az-Zahra x and their blessed children, 
Sayyidina Hasan and Sayyidnna Husayn, Masters of the Youth of Jannah x. 
Indeed Hazrat “Ali x is a vast character who existed on so many levels that it 
would seem that no matter how much is written on him there is always still more 
to write. For this reason we said this would be a “very brief introduction” because 
in Truth if one begins to write about Hazrat “Ali »@ there is no end to it. 


We encourage the reader to search out these books and understand the signifi- 
cance of Sayyidina °Ali x for all Muslims in all times. It is our hope that these 
forty hadith of the Prophet 8% we have collected will inspire the reader to know 
more about him ;<. and his x singular place in the lives of all Muslims. 


Hadith | 
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The Messenger of Allah 2% said’: 


The testament of faith of the believer 
is the love of “Ali Ibn Abi Talib x. 


1 


It was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Mandqib with his chain of 
authorities (*isnadd) back to az-Zuhri on the authority of °Anas Ibn 
Malik. 


Hadith 2 


noite noite melon noite noon sneifhew noite 


The Messenger of Allah 2% said’: 


There is no sword but Dhu?l-Faqar 
and 
there is no chivalrous warrior but © Ali x. 
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* Tt was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Mandgqib with his chain of 


authorities (°’isndd) back to ‘Ubaydullah Ibn Abi Rafi* on authority of 
the latter’s father, on the authority of his grandfather; Abu Rafi‘. 


Hadith 3 


nolo noite melon noite meio snoiihew noon 


The Messenger of Allah 2% said’: 


My standard bearer in this world 
and 
in the world-to-come is‘ Ali x. 
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> Tt was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Mandqib with his chain of 


authorities (’isndd) back to ‘Jabr Ibn Samura 


Hadith 4 


noire noite nolo oie noon sneiifew noite 


The Messenger of Allah 2% said* 


I have been commanded to close all of the 
doors” except the door of ‘Ali &. 
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* Tt was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Mandgqib with his chains of 


authority (asdanid) back to Hudhayfa Ibn Usayd al-Ghifari, Sa°d Ibn Abi 
Waqaas, al-Bara® Ibn “Azib, “Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘Abdullah Ibn 
“Umar. 


° A reference to the doors of the various Companions’ dwellings that 


used to open onto the Masjid of the Prophet #% in Madina. 


Hadith 5 
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The Messenger of Allah #% said? : 


He that would like to live as I have lived 
and to die as I have died 
should give his fidelity after me to © Ali 3. 
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Musnad of Ahmad, 5/94; Mustadrak as-Sahihayn of al-Hakim al- 
Nisaburi, 3/128; Kanz al-Ummal, 6/217; at-Tabarani. 
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Hadith 6 


The Messenger of Allah % said’: 


On the Day of Judgement 

a voice shall ring out 

from beneath the Divine Throne: 
‘Oh Muhammad! 
How illustrious a forefather is your father 
“Ibrahim x 

and how illustrious 

a brother is your brother © Ali 3. 
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It was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Manaqib with his chain of 
authorities (’isndd) back to Ali Ibn Abi Talib x . 


The Messenger of Allah 2% said’: 


Every prophet has a legatee and successor, 
and my legatee and successor is “Ali 3. 
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It was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Manaqib with his chain of 
authorities (°isndd) back to ‘Abdullah Ibn Burayda in the authority of 
his father, Burayda. 


Hadith 8 


« SB <c = Ss <c = 23Kke _ 23Kke a 23ke = ote = Ss <c 
The Messenger of Allah 2% said’: 


O Allah! 


Do not take my soul [lit. make me to die] 
without letting me see the face of © Alt 3. 


<3 Ay ale a de alll 525 Jb 


° Tt was related by at-Tirmidhi with his chain of authorities (°isndd) 


back to Umm ‘Atiyya, as well as by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Mandaqib 
with his chain of authorities (isndd) back to Umm “Atiyya, and also 
from Umm “Attyya by al-Khatib al-Tabrizi in Mishkat al-Masabih 


Hadith 9 


* 23K =e 23Kke _ 23Ke = oH e mat otk me 23K =e 23Kke 
The Messenger of Allah #& said" : 


“Ali and I are from one tree +2. 
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'0 Tt was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Mandgqib with his chain of 
authorities (’isndd) back to “Abdullah Ibn Abbas gy and also in a simi- 
lar chain ("isnad) to Jabir Ibn “Abdullah al-°Ansari 2. 


Hadith 10 
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The Messenger of Allah #% said’ 


The most learned of my community 
after me is “Ali x. 
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'! Manaqib al-°Imam ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib x of Ibn al-Maghazali ash- 
Sha‘. 


Hadith 11 
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The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


Adorn your gatherings 
with the mention of “Alt x. 
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'2Musnad of Ahmad, 4/368, 5/419; Mustadrak as-Sahihayn of al- 
Hakim al-Nisabiri, 3/109 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


The most learned of my community 
in matters of Islamic law (aqgda@ ummati) 


is “Ali sey 
Sei 
les ls ale al de al J 545 J 


'S Tt was related by al-Baghawi in Masabth al-Sunnd, al-Hakim in al- 


Mustadrak, al-Muwaffaq Ibn Ahmad al-Khawarizmi in his al-Mandqib 
and Muhibb al-Din al-Tabari in Dhakha@’ir al-‘Uqba 


'*al-Muwaffag Ibn Ahmad al-Khawarizmi, al-Mandaqib p. 81, hadith 
66; al-Baghawi, Masabith; Muhibb al-Din al-Tabari, Dhakha@’ir al-‘Uqba 
fi manaqib dhawi al-qurba, p. 83; al-Hakim relates a similar hadith in al- 
Mustadrak v. 3, p, 135, line 6: 
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“The most learned in matters of Islamic law of the people of Madina is 
“Ali Ibn Abi Talib x.” 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


I am the warner (al-Mundhir), 
and the guide (al-Hdadi) 
after me shall be © Ali x. 


Sie 
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'SMusnad Ahmad, 1/151; at-Tirmidhi, 2/135; al-Khasa’is of al-Nisa°I, 
20; Kanz al-“Ummal, 1/247; Ibn al-Maghazali, 222. 


Hadith 14 


* SB <c at ote = 23ke =e 23Kke _ 23K = Ss sc mat ote 
The Messenger of Allah #& said"° : 


Immunity from the Fire of Hell 


is the love of © Ali x. 
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'© Mustadrak as-Sahihayn of al-Hakim al-Nisabtri, 2/241; Tarikh 
Baghdad of al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, 6/851; Akhtab Khawarizm, 86; Ibn 
al-Maghazali, 90 


Hadith 15 


* ote mat 23Kke = Ss <c =e 23Kke mas ote = SB <c mat 23Kke 
The Messenger of Allah #% said"’: 


Whomsoever’s master I am, 
so too 1s his master ° Alt >. 
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'7 This hadith is known as Hadith al-Ghadir as well as Hadith al-al- 
Walaya. The Messenger of Allah #& made this statement on the 18th of 
Dhu-l-Hijja in the year of the Farewell Pilgrimage (hajjat al-wida‘), i.e. 
in the year 10 H. The statement was made during an address he gave 
after the pilgrimage was over on the return journey from Makkha at an 
oasis called Ghadir Khumm. This hadith has been transmitted by no less 
than 32 distinct Companions &. 


Hadith 16 
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The Messenger of Allah #& said’® : 


Fatima + would not have had anyone 
worthy of her 
had ° Ali x not been created. 


Sie 
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'8 Haliyat al-’Awliya’, 1/34; ar-Riyadh an-Nudhra, 2/177; Ibn al- 
Maghazali, 242; al-Khawarizmi, 42; Yanabi al-Mawda, 112. 


ae ote = 23Kke =e 23Kke = 23Kke = ote at ote = 23Kke . 
The Messenger of Allah 2% said’’: 


I admonish all who have believed in me 
and borne witness 
to the truth of my message 
(saddagani), 
to give their allegiance to © Alt x. 
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'° Tt was related by by Ibn al-Maghazii in al-Mandqib with his chain of 
authorities (isndd) back to ‘Ammar Ibn Yasir. 
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Hadith 18 


« Se <c a 23Kke _ 23Kke a 23Kke ~ SB <c a SB <c = 23ke . 
The Messenger of Allah #% said”: 


The person [in another version: “first of 
you’’] to arrive at the Paradisal Fountain 
(al-Hawd) shall be the one who was the 
first Muslim [in another version: “the first 
of you to become Muslim’’], and he is 
none other than‘ Alt x. 
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°° Tt was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al- aoe with his chain of 
authorities (°isndd) back to Salman al-Farisi ¢. The other version was 


related by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak with his cl chain (°isndd) of author- 
ities also back to Salman al-Farisi 2 . 


Hadith 19 


“ 23Kke =o Ike = i <c - 23Kke _ s3ke - 23ke =o 3Ke 
The Messenger of Allah 2% said”': 


“‘Who is the most wretched of all 
who have gone before 
and who shall be born’?”’ 


He replied: 
“Allah and His Messenger know best,” 
he said: 
“Tt shall be your murderer, Oh “Alt 9!” 
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*! Tt was related by Ibn al-Maghazili in al-Mandqib with his chain of 
authorities (°isndd) back to Jabir Ibn Samara. 


The Messenger of Allah 8% said” : 


“Alt x is the criterion (al-Fariiq) 
that distinguishes 
between truth and falsehood. 
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°° Mustadrak as-Sahihyin of al-Hakim al-Nisabiri, 3/132; Musnad 
Ahmad, 1/331; Yanabi al-Mawda, 92. 


The Messenger of Allah #% said” : 


“Ali x 1s the most steadfast 
and faithful believer 
(al-siddig al-akbar). 
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3 al-Bayhagqi, 4/35; Kanz al-‘Ummal 7/176; al-Jam% of as-Suyuti, 
2/276; Ibn al-Maghazali, 93 


The Messenger of Allah #8 said” : 


“Ali 3 is my brother in this world 
and 
in the world-to-come. 
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* al-Khasa’is of an-Nisa°i, 5; at-Tirmidhi; Yanabi al-Mawda, 61; Ibn 
al-Maghazali, 37; Yanabi al-Mawda, 57 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


“Ali x is the best of mankind: 
(khayru?l-bashar) 
he who denies this has denied the faith 
(fa man abd fa gad kafar). 


SS ike 
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noire noite sneer snore mofo neko onoikon 


°° Tbn al-Maghazalii, 129; Yanabi al-Mawda, 233; Tarikh Baghdad of 
al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, 5/37; al-Khawarizmi, 235 


The Messenger of Allah #% said” : 


“Ali x is the door 
that opens onto a fortified encampment, 
whosoever enters therein is made safe. 


Sie 
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°° Mustadrak as-Sahihyin of al-Hakim an-Nisabiri; Kanz al-‘Ummal, 


6/156; ad-Dilmi. 


The Messenger of Allah #% said’’ : 


“Ali x is the leader of the reverent 
(Imamu?|-barara) 
and the killer of the evildoers 
(qdatilu’l-fajara). 
Spike 
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7 Kanz al-‘Ummal, 6/153; al-Dargatani 


Hadith 26 
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The Messenger of Allah 2% said:** 


“Ali x 1s the Leader of the Pious 
(°?Imamu-l-muttagin) 
and the Commander of the Faithful 
(Amiru?l-mu’minin). 


pike 
: 25 I als als i Je: a 
Sie Als Gael 2: ods 


8 Mustadrak as-Sahihyin of al-Hakim an-Nisabiri, 3/129; Kanz al- 
“Ummal, 6/153 


The Messenger of Allah 8% said”’: 


“Alt’s ¥@ relation to me 
is like that of Hartin x to Musa x 
except there is no Prophet after me. 


oiffor cnojfiow noiton noiiton nodes sneer noite 


aad It was related by Muslim on the authority of each of three sons of 


the Companion Sa‘°d Ibn Abi Waqqas, namely ‘Amir, Mus‘ab and 
Ibrahim each of whom heard the hadith from their father. Bukhari related 
it through Mus‘ab and °Ibrahim each of whom heard it from their father. 
Tirmidhi related through ¢Amir who heard it from his father, and also so 
through Sa‘id Ibn al-Musayyib who heard it from Sa‘d Ibn Abi Waqqas. 
Ibn Majah related through °Ibrahim from his father. 


The Messenger of Allah 2% said”’: 


The right of ©Ali x 
upon the Muslim community (?Umma) 
is like the right of a father upon his son. 
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°° Muslim, 2/361; at-Tirmidhi, 2/299; al-Hakim, 3/130; Musnad 
Ahmad, 3/198; an-Nisa°i, 7; Asad al-Ghaba, 3/40 


Hadith 29 


+ 23Kke ao 23Kke > s3ke os oR e art ote ae a <c art 23Ke > 
The Messenger of Allah 28% said*’: 
© Ali x 1s with the Qur°’an 
and 
the Qur°’an is with ©All x. 
Sei 
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It was related by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak with his chain of 


authorities (isndd) back to Abit Thabit the servant (mawld) of the 
Comapnion Abu Dharr al-Ghifari ¢ on the authority of Umm Salama 


®& the wife of the Messenger of Allah #. 


Hadith 30 


<> 23Kke > <pE ote <> ote > <pE 23Kke > <)> 23ke > <= 23Kke > <pE ake > 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


“Alt x and his supporters 
shall be successful 
in [this world and in the hereafter]. 
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*°  Tbn al-Maghazali, 47; Mizan al-‘Itidal, 2/313 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


“Alt x is the doorway to my knowledge 
and the one who makes clear 
to my community (ummati) 
that with which I was sent forth 
[1.e. the message of Islam 
in all its depth and fullness]. 
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°° Tafsir at-Tabari, 3/171; Sbawahid at-Tanzil, 2/356; ad-Darr al- 
Manthhur, 6/379; Yanabi al-Mawda, 61 


Hadith 32 


<> 23Kke > <pE ote <> oH e > <pE 23Kke > <)> o3ke > <>$ 23Kke > <pE otk a 


The Messenger of Allah # said™ : 


Love of Alt x 1s faith (iman) 
and 
hatred of him is hypocrisy (nifdq). 
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noite noiifonr nolo noite sneer snoifkow noite 


* Tbn al-Maghazali, 67; al-Khawarizmi 236; Fara°id as-Samatin; 
Yanabi al-Mawd 


The Messenger of Allah 8% said”: 


The similitude of ©Ali x among men 
is like the similitude of 
Qul huwa Allahu ’ahad [Sura 112] 
among the Saras of the Qur’an. 


* Muslim, 1/48; at-Tirmidhi, 2/299; an-Nisa°l, 27; Musnad Ahmad, 
6/299; Ibn al-Maghazali,i, 191 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


“Ali x is the beloved 
among two enraptured lovers of Allah 
(khalilayn): 
myself and Ibrahim 3. 
ee 
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*6 ~Yanabi al-Mawda, 88; Fara°id as-Samatin; Bea 4l-°Abrar; Munig Ibn 
Ahmad al-Khawarizmi 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


He who has forsaken ‘Ali x 
has forsaken me, 
and he who has forsaken me 
has forsaken Allah 3%. 
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*7 al-Maghazali, 45; Yanabi al-Mawda, 181 


Hadith 36 


“ 23ke mat ote me oH e mat 23Kke _ 23ke - 23Kke mat ote 
The Messenger of Allah 2 said**: 


“Ali x 1s from me and I am from him, 
and he is the Master 
and Protecting Friend 
of every true believer after me 
(wa huwa waliyyu kulli mu?’minin bad). 
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= It was related by Abii Dawid at-Tayalisi in al-Musnad with his 


chain of authorities (°isndd) back to ‘Imran Ibn Hasan @ as well as 
‘Abdullah Ibn “Abbas 2. 


The Messenger of Allah 8% said”’: 


“Ali x is the most beloved 
of the creatures of Allah 3%, 
to Allah 3& and His Messenger. 


Sie 
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*°  Kanz_ al-‘Ummal, 5/33; ar-Riyadh an-Nudhrah, 2/211; Ibn al- 
Maghazali, 219 


The Messenger of Allah # said’ : 


Mention of ‘Ali x is worship 
and 
gazing upon his face 1s [also] worship. 
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“© Mustadrak as-Sahihyin of al-Hakim an-Nisabiri, 3/123; Kanz al- 
“Ummal, 6/156; at-Tabarani; Ibn al-Maghazali, 240, 278; al- 
Khawarizimi, 62. 


The Messenger of Allah #& said” : 


The love of © Alt x is a good deed 
which is not diminished by bad deeds. 
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4! at-Tabarani, Yanabi al-Mawda, 2/3. 


Hadith 40 


noir snoiftow noite moiiton medion smokes shoifkon 


The Messenger of Allah % said**: 


I am the City of Knowledge 
and 
“Alt x 1s its gate. 
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i It was related by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak with his chain 


("isnad) of authorities back to ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas and also to Jabir 
Ibn ‘Abdullah al-Ansari 2. This hadith was related by no less than ten 
companions &. 


NOTES 


noon hierographers 
green mountain 
virginia 
usa 


